
 

Minutes of Meeting – February 28, 2018 

Camden Opera House --Gentlemen’s Smoking Lounge 

Members Present: Roger Rittmaster, Chair; Wayne Ruesswick; Vicki Doudera; Barbara Lawrence, 
Stephanie Smith; Seth Meyer.  Absent: Morgan Laidlaw.  Also Present: Marc Rattner, Select Board 
Member. 

1. Minutes from the January meeting were approved unanimously. 

2. Going through action items, Wayne said the bathrooms  at the harbor are being renovated, and that 
the Design Committee, who is doing those renovations, is in favor of adding a water bottle station.  He 
will follow up with that committee and report back to us. 

3. Roger will attend the Winter Moths program on Saturday, March 2nd at Merryspring and report back to 
us. 

4. Roger gave the Treasurer’s Report, which is attached. Ten of the arsenic tests have come back needing 
remediation. We are getting monthly budget updates from Jody Hanson.  Going forward, Seth will take 
over as Treasurer, and we should run any expenses by him and Roger. Receipts should be brought to 
Janice Essancy -- she gives out a form, we scan and send it to Seth, and then reimbursement will occur. 
Roger will forward the Treasurer information to Seth. 

5. Barbara shared her idea for donating to the Library for underwriting conservation-themed Discovery 
kits. 

6. Roger met with the Lincolnville Ponds and Lakes Committee and said they are anxious to do 
something about unencapsulated polystyrene, although one member is concerned with making it 
mandatory. He will fill us in on their progress.   The Midcoast Solid Waste committee is meeting tonight 
and deciding about disposal of polystyrene. Roger is hoping they take it for free, but we will see what 
they decide. 

7. Roger brought up raising money to help people afford encapsulated polystyrene, and Barbara 
suggested a meeting about fundraising ideas in general, so we can decide as a group where our energies 
go. 

8. Stephanie reported on the Single Use Bag Draft Ordinance. She said retailers are concerned that the 
ten cents is for any sized paper bags and they have amended the ordinance. The Select Board 
recommended more feedback, and the Chamber has agreed to put something on the website.  
Stephanie has gotten a domain name to have a BYOB Camden website. She referenced Waterville’s site 
at www.bringyourownbag.info.  She said Molly has had little feedback on the food containers draft 
ordinance. Marc suggested they try for the second board meeting in March (the 20th) to get it on the 

http://www.bringyourownbag.info/


June ballot. Lastly, she mentioned a grant we could apply for from the Natural Resources Council of 
Maine to purchase reusable bags.  Roger commended Stephanie on her work and we all agreed! 

9. Barbara reported on her efforts with Seth concerning harbor education. She suggests working with 
what already exists and is now looking at partners, such as the Camden-Rockport fifth grade and the 
library.  She came up with the idea for a touch tank and spoke to the Captain of the Lively Lady.  We 
discussed that, as well as a film about the harbor.  Vicki spoke to Polly Saltonstall, of Maine Boats, Homes 
and Harbors regarding the film they produced in Rockland, and she said they might be interested in 
helping us make it. Barbara will follow up. Vicki also suggested a diver who Barbara will contact. 

Seth asked how an ordinance for dye tabs in holding tanks would work in Camden. Marc suggested 
having Steve Pixley come to our meeting and suggested that we word it that we are looking for leaks. 

10. Vicki reported on Earth Day.  We will do a poster on the events and have a display of our efforts 
before the movie.  Wayne looked into Dirty Harbor Ale at Sea Dog, and we discussed a fundraiser or 
evening before the June voting to promote our causes.  We also talked about showing a water quality 
film (if we get one made) at a Camden Yacht Club Wednesday meeting. 

We decided to promote the following for the film:  Bring a photo of plastic pollution in Camden and we 
will give you a reusable Camden Conservation Commission bag, while supplies last. (Stephanie pointed 
out that the bags need to be machine washable, not plastic, able to be used 75 times, hold 18 pounds.) 
Barbara recommended the site Zazzle. 

11.   We will honor Doug Johnson at the Earth Day film. Wayne will make the frame and Vicki will help 
Roger with the wording. 

12. Roger thanked Seth for the work on the FB page. GOOD JOB! 

13. Barbara brought up the Environmental Leader program for businesses. Marc suggested we put it on 
the FB page and make people aware of the program.  Vicki suggested speaking with Tom Peaco about it 
from the Chamber perspective. Barbara will check and see if the program is still active. 

14. Roger reported that Morgan said that we will receive $3000 from Bangor Savings Bank. Nothing from 
Rotary as it turns out we are not eligible.  Roger spoke to Dave Bolstridge who said he will okay money 
for two interns to work on the storm drains.  Roger has placed ads for interns and both Vicki and Barbara 
have heard from two interested parties. 

15. No updates on Sagamore Farm. 

16. Wayne shared a sobering plastic fact… 8.3 billion metric tons of plastic has been created since the 
early 1950’s. 

Meeting adjourned at 8.  Next meeting – Wednesday, April 25th. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Vicki Doudera 

CCC Secretary  


